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Red  Thunder (2004) is an exciting dynamic concert overture. With the use of a "thunder sheet" the
percussion section warns of impending doom. This is an aggressive piece that has been a challenge
and a delight to play.

Larry  Clark is the Vice President of Instrumental Music for Carl Fischer in New York. He is well
known for his band compositions and arrangements. Larry's pieces have been performed
internationally and appear on numerous contest/festival performance lists. His music is
characterized by rhythmic verve, colorful scoring and playability at every performance level.

His diverse background also includes serving as the Director of Bands at Syracuse University as
well as considerable experience in public-school teaching in the state of Florida. He holds a
Bachelors Degree in Music Education from Florida State University and Masters Degrees in
Conducting and Composition from James Madison University in Virginia.

Rain Dance (2011) In this piece, Dean Sorenson transforms the concert band into a rock band.
Together, the percussionists make up the steady rhythm of the drum set The low brass and low
reeds become an electric bass, providing the driving bass line that is the foundation of any rhythm
section. The higher woodwinds and brass alternate between chordal accompaniment and melody,
complementing each other just like a rhythm and lead guitar. Rain Dance's propulsive rhythms
evoke movement: a push-and-pull choreographed dance between two partners, melody and
accompaniment.

Dean Sorenson is a prolific and highly sought after composer, trombonist, and clinician. His most
recent publications, the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method, Advanced Jazz Ensemble
Method, and Jazz Combo Session, are a "must-have" for developing jazz ensembles and combos.
Dean holds degrees from the University of Minnesota and the Eastman School of Music and is
Interim Director of Jazz Studies and Performance at the University of Minnesota-Minneapolis. He
spent two years touring the United States and Japan with the Glenn Miller Orchestra, playing
trombone and writing many arrangements for the band. Dean is a Yamaha performing artist and
maintains an active freelance schedule, playing for touring shows and a wide variety of local
groups.

Recent commissions have come from the Augusta State College Jazz Band, the South Jersey Wind
Ensemble, and the Chestnut Brass Company. His many compositions and arrangements are
published by the Neil A. Kjos Music Company.
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Electricity (2009) Electricity, the result of moving electrons, is a complex and fascinating concept.
When applied to a circuit, it becomes even more intriguing. Electricity cannot flow in an open
circuit - it must have a complete path before electrons can flow. The concept of this piece is
generated from the closing of a circuit, that is, the flipping of a light switch to on. As soon as this
happens, it initiates a wild ride through wires, lights and other electronic devices. The subtitle of
the work refers to what it would be like to watch a single electron race through the circuit at
mind-boggling speeds.

The opening section immediately takes off without warning, signaling the beginning of the wild
ride. This intensity continues until, without warning, a blackout occurs, shutting down power to
the entire circuit and immediately halting the progress of the electron. As the music continues to
build, the power eventually comes back on and the electron races to complete the circuit. As it
nears the end, the music becomes relentless, showing no sign of slowing down as the electron
races with abandon. A powerful ending provides as much intensity as the first few measures of
work.

Brian Balmages is an active composer, conductor, producer, and performer. Mr. Balmages
received his bachelor's degree in music industry from James Madison University and his masters in
media writing and production from the University of Miami. His fresh compositional ideas have
been heralded by many performers and directors, resulting in a high demand of his works for
winds, brass, and orchestra. He received his Bachelor’s of Music from James Madison University
and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. Mr. Balmages studied trumpet
with James Kluesner, Don Tison, and Gilbert Johnson.

Mr. Balmages’ compositions have been performed worldwide at conferences including the College
Band Directors National and Regional Conferences, the Midwest Clinic, the International
Tuba/Euphonium Conference, the International Trombone Festival, and the International Trumpet
Guild Conference. His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups
ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore Symphony
Orchestra, the Miami Symphony Orchestra, the University of Miami Wind Ensemble, and the
Dominion Brass Ensemble. Among the professional artists that have commissioned him are James
Jenkins, Principal Tuba of the Jacksonville Symphony; Lynn Klock, Saxophone Performing Artist
for Selmer; Arthur Campbell, Clarinet Performing Artist for Leblanc; and Jerry Peel, professor of
horn at the University of Miami. He has also had world premieres in prestigious venues such as
Carnegie Hall along with numerous performances abroad.
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Brian Balmages cont.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements with numerous honor bands, university groups,
and professional ensembles throughout the country. Guest conducting appearances have included
the Midwest Clinic, College Band Directors National Conference, Mid-Atlantic Wind Conductors
Conference, and the Atlantic Classical Orchestra Brass Ensemble.

Currently, he is Director of Instrumental Publications for The FJH Music Company Inc. in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, where he oversees all aspects of the instrumental program related to works
for concert band, jazz ensemble, and orchestra. He is also a freelance musician and has performed
with the Miami Symphony Orchestra, the Florida Chamber Orchestra, Skyline Brass, and the
Henry Mancini Institute Orchestra.
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